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MAKING SOLDIERS

Raw Recruits Into

By JOHN F MARSH Colonel U S Votaateers

It was in the Far West thai I fit
caught the contagious enthusiasm of the
war spirit that swept over the Xorth in
the Spring of 1861 Party lines weir
obliterated Democrats and Republicans
forgetting party affiliations unfurled the
stnrry banner emblem of liberty and join - ro trMt nnnn it in ilTt JVl lllllll LV HUinl tlllu lutein -

integrity The young men of the West
were peculiarly fitted for service- in the
volunteer army frontier life with its pri-

vations
¬

had prepared them for something
unlike a holiday picnic and they slung the
knapsack shouldered the musket ami
caught the step of the veteran with all
that it implies with an nlacrity not quite
understood by their Eastern compauions-in-ami- s

during the first few months of the
great conflict Many of these men were
from Eastern homes and although they
had not forgotten the luxuries and com-

forts of the dear old homestead they wore
not entirely unlaniiliar witn wiiat me
might cxpett on the march the bivouac
and the tented field for many of these
carlv Western volunteers had seen actual
wan either with the army in Mexico or
battling the hostile Indians on the plains

Living at Hastings Minn X was offer-
ed

¬

and accepted the First Lieutenancy oi
a compauv raised across the Mississippi
River at Prescott Wis This company
was composed or bright young feiow
full of the vigor and dash of Western
frontier manhood They thought it prolit
bv mv Mexican war experience and per-

haps
¬

tliev did but if 1 knew a little more
about ariuy life at the start they were not
long iu catching up 1 Mas soon a Cap-

tain and in the Cth Wis one or the regi ¬

ments of what was later known i3 the
Iron Brigade 1 began my military ser-

vice
¬

in June 1SG1

A TEICMlIIAI TOCKNEV

These Western boys took kindly to a
--oldietlifc and thouglithcre was a linger-
ing

¬

fondness for pie they soon had a vet-

erans
¬

regard for bean soup and hardtack
nor were they Jong in learning the value
of hot coffee at reveille or how to im ¬

provise an oven iu the ground to bake
benns

Wo had been m camp at Madison
but a short time when the battle of Hull
Hun startled the North and an order came
for the regiment to report promptly at
Washington The country was all excite-
ment

¬

from Madison to llarrisbnrg Pa
there was no cud to the honors showered
upon us Milwaukee turned out en masse
greeting the regiment with a most elab-

orate
¬

banquet Chicago offered a lunch
that priuccs might have envied and as we
marched through the city sidewalks win ¬

dows and housetops were crowded with
an applauding multitude

In Pennsylvania our special tram was
stopped at every considerable village
wherp we were greeted with bands o
music accompanied by the entire popula-

tion
¬

of the neighborhood At one village
a child offering 25 cents to a soldier said
she wanted to give something to save the
Union and was sorry she couldnt give
more but had opened her bank that
morningand it was all there was iu it
a little incident simple iu itself but in-

dicating the patriotic enthnsiasm of the
times At the same place-- three old
maids standing like a squad on dress pa-

rade
¬

sent ot p -- request that the Gen-
eral

¬

might be introduced to them The
Assistant Surgeon was captnred and
much to his delight presented as the Gen-
eral

¬

1 never saw a Surgeon in the vol-

unteer
¬

service who wouldnt grant any rea-

sonable
¬

request if you would give him his
military title instead of calling him Doc-

tor
¬

Surgeons new to the service with
the rank of Major frequently claimed the
right to command the regiment in the ab-

sence
¬

of the field officers and I often
thought them better qualified for some
place off instead of iu the medical staff

The bay were in high feather pretty
girls clustered alwut them showering bou-
quets

¬

until youths bright dream seemed
a reality At llarrisbnrg thrc came a
change the public seemed to have forgot ¬

ten us we unpacked our tents and began
to be soldiers There was considerable
growlingi and thejiurat bean soup wasnt
relished after the few days of banqueting
A little incident that occurred here illus-
trates

¬

the uncertain destination of a gen ¬

erous offering A lady called at the camp
and tendered for the sick iu hospital a
jar of finely preserved berries

As OtUcer of the Guard 1 received and
sent the gift by an orderly to the tent of
the Hcginienlal Surgeon accompanied by
a note from the dongr Shortly after hav-
ing

¬

occasion to go to his tent I found the
Snrgcou entertaining a party of fiicrds at
dinner with the preserved berries for
the sick forming a conspicuous part of
the repast

The time came to move on and instead
of fine passenger cars box cars none too
clean were backed on the side track for
our use The boys saw the cars and I
regret to say were profane They finally
went on lioard but knocked the sides off
the airs as they expressed it for a proper
reconnaissance of the country Wc halted
for one lay iu Haltimore where the air
was thick with rumors of what the

rebels would do that very night I was
detailed asOfiicer of the Guardand though
1 ridiculed the idle stories current about
camp it was iu vain the excitement was
intense The sentinels were instructed to
keep on the alert but not to shoot too
quick or alarm the camp without cause
I was scarcely back at headquarters af--
tor placing the rickets before bang went
a gun and soon another and another in-

stantly
¬

the regiment was forming in line
I rushed through the darkness to the scene
of danger only to be challenged and fired
upon at the same moment the ball whiz ¬

zing near my head I succeeded in mak ¬

ing the fellow realize who I was before he
eould rnn me through with his bayonet
but he declared that he had killed at least
one rebel and that the woods were full of
cm To convince him to the contrary I
went some distance beyond the line and
over a fence but he always insisted there
was at least a regiment of rebels iu front
that night his firing driving them away
The next day we camped at Kalorama
near Washington The first night on
picket a sentinel killed a calf thai refused
to advance and give the countersign and
n drummer boy came rushing in claiming
that a shell had knocked mm down and
smashed his drum A patrol brought iu
a sound drum and a dead calf

TESTING A CHAPLAIN

Wc hadnt been in camp nt Kalorama
many weeks when our Chaplain resigned
He drew his pay faithfully while with us
and when he left we bade him a cheerful
good by By a rule of the War Depart-
ment

¬

Chaplains were appointed upon the
recommendation of the Captains of the
regiment The vacancy hadnt existed
long when a cranky looking old saint
with a bad kink iu one leg applied for the
place

Hragg afterwards member of Congress
from Wisconsin Senior Captain of the
regiment called us together for consulta-
tion

¬

The parson handed in his papers
indorsed by several members of Congress
and two or three Senators Imagine if
you can anything more touching than a
candidate for Chaplain soliciting your suf-
frage

¬

whose religious zeal and piety is in ¬

dorsed by numerous names legally entitled
to write M C after their autographs
to take the place of a postage stamp on
their letters Says Hragg Let him venti-
late

¬

his eloquence Ive got it all planned
he wants to talk temperance now theres
Jones iu my company who only knows
enough to bring water for the cook but
not enough to keep bean soup from burn
iigvwio can talk temperance with the
wind and beat it in a 40 mile gale let the
parson make his speech and then the boys
will call for Jones its all fixed

The Captains felt the solemnity of the
situation Itracir nerhans excented when

mounted an old box and bc--

jatj H irangue u inordinately me noys
iafliiii0C Ike parsons papers or failed
ofhavwlhat respect for the cabalistic M
Ar that wc did for there was a visible

A --4t A TBE O

impatience and restlessness in their atten ¬

tion which curaiinritcit- - in loud calls for
Jones as the candidate finished and step ¬

ped off his platform
A lank slovenly fellow with the grease

of the kitchen all over his ogtfr clothes
responded t the call Braggs description
wnsut amiss Tones si tongue was sonic-

i -
-- 1 1 1 1

-- l
began with n graceful and eloquent tribute
to the candidate who looked on arknuce
for a few moments not quite sure of the
situation but later when Joness eloquence
burst forth rattling off extract after- ex-

tract
¬

from the inot noted speeches of
temperance orators our candidate waited
not to be told but putting his kinky leg
to the ground went bobbing oft toward the
Capitol the ringing cheers of the men
sounding in his ears

ON SAtltKK SOU OF OIU DOMINION

At this time MeClellun was organizing
the Army of the Potomac and officers
weredropped or promoted as the cxigen- -

A8 WE MARCHED WEKE CROWDED WITH

ax ArrLAunixa multitude
cics of the service seemed to demand One
night our regiment was suddenly ordeicd
across Chain Hridge into Virginia to a
point threatened oy the enemy un tue
way a Captain tore from his shoulders
the insignia of his rank and on return to
camp was invited to resign which he did
The morale of the regiment was high no
officer could hold his place who showed for
a moment the white feather

The Autumn and Winter were passed
in preparing for- the Spring campaign Mc-
Dowell

¬

commanded the division with
headquarters at Arlington Ills reputa-
tion

¬

during the entire war was peculiar
Educated at West Ioint he early became
the pet of Gen Scolt who had great ad-

miration
¬

for his brilliant social qualities
as well as his unusually fine soldierly pres-
ence

¬

Theoretically McDowell was an accom-
plished

¬

soldier but he seemed to always
lose his head iu an emergency I have
seen - him attempt to handle a division
simply iu practice only to get his bri ¬

gades and regiments so divided and
twisted that lie completely lost control of
his command his horse was such a fre-
quent

¬

blunderer over fences and into
ditches that there was a general impres-
sion

¬

that couldnt be shaken that this
man who never tasted wines or liquors was
a drunkard

The soldiers lelieved McDowell to be in
some way in criminal communication with
the Confederates and it was current gos-
sip

¬

in the ranks during Popes campaign
that he wore a peculiar light colored and
conspicuous hat that the enemy might dis
tinguish and not injure him The charges
or drunkenness and disloyalty were equal
ly absurd but McDowells greatest success
was as a society man in command of a
Department after the war

licket duty during the Winter of Cl 2
was no idle recreation It the people of
Virginia attempted to repel us the mud
didnt for the sacred soil stuck to the
Union cause on every available occasion
and sometimes I felt that we made a
deep impression in return About once a
month we went JU miles to the lront lor
a week k duty on picket it was an open- -

air picnic with no bad plumbing to growl
about and if the ventilation wasnt per-
fect

¬

there certainly was enough of it for
at night no s elter but our blankets in-

tervened- between us and the stars One
day while at the front in this way an old
gentleman who owned the farm came rid-
ing

¬

across the field to our camp Inform-
ing

¬

him what State wc were from he
said I have a son living iu the West
you may know him

His name and where does he live I
inquired

Hillery and he lives at Hastings
Minn was the reply

Sure enough his son had been my neigh-
bor

¬

and intimate friend He took my ad-
dress

¬

and rode back to the house soon
returning with a most cordial invitation
to dinner from the ladies of the family
whom I had met during their visits to
Minnesota Although intensely Southern
in their sympathies they gave me an old
time welcome and we sat long at the
table discussing the prospects of the war
and of our old friends now divided aud
confronting each other awaiting the great
struggle

the srmsG CAMPAIOX

With Spring came our advance toward
Fredericksburg The cry was On to
Richmond and the men took up the line
of march burdened with knnpsacks in ad-
dition

¬

to their other equipments with
hearts as light as though it were a tourna-
ment

¬

and not a bloody battle impending
Regiment after swung gaily
along some companies whistling The
Girl I Left Kehiud Me others singing
John Hrowns Body Lies Moldering in

the- Ground the chorus ringing out loud
and clear the cadenccd step of the men
keeping time to the music It was one of
those mornings too lovely to last when all
nature seemed in perfect accord I was
enjoying the scene with all its picturesque
surroundings when I observed a grizzled
old darky standing iu a lane near the pass ¬

ing troops he was throwing up his arms
wildly exclaiming as we passed For dc
Lors sakes for de Lors sakes dars no
ens to inn dars no ens t utn dress de
Lor dis po ole nigger libbed to sec de
da

The morning so lovely passed ami then
came a storm of great violence The brooks
and creeks nearly dry nt sunrise were
foaming dashing torrents when- - the sun
went down at evening the men who step ¬

ped off so gaily n few hours before were
struggling through the mud and water as
best they could artillery nnd army wagons
came to a halt some of them iu awkward
situations tents were got out if found
and every man was intent ou finding a

place where he could keep above water nn- -

til morning The storm passed sml lsary was visible and almost wick- -
denly as it came and the moon lending
her light disclosed a Confederate pig gal-
lantly

¬

dashing past our left flank the
boys although nearly exhausted rallied
with a shout and like magic piggy was
quivering in a dozen frying pans An bout
later aud the camp was quiet for the
night

When we left Arlington Hights with
the On toRichmond cry ringing on our
ears there was to be no delay and om
baggage was checked through At Fal-
mouth

¬

opposite wc drop ¬

ped the through and commenced saving
Washington

Up to this time it hadnt occurred to
us that we were to save anything but the
Union but now we saw our error and
quietly settled down on the north bank of
the Rappahannock six days in the week
rubbing muskets aud polishing boots and
on Sundays occasionally attending church
in the pleasant village of Fredericksburg
across the river

One Sunday iu company with Maj
Hragg we walked into the fashionable
church of the place and were about to be
shown into the colored gallery when
Hragg said to the usher W here arc you
going sir

1 beard a stammered reply when Bragg
added Thats for niggers tip there isnt
itV

Im told to seat Federal soldiers there
loo replied the man

THE SIDEWALKS IIOUSETOrs AM WINDOW

regiment

Do you know where the parsons pew
is said lue Major

1 think so came out in a tremulous
voice

Show us to it said Bragg
The mail now thoroughly frightened

led the way up the broad aisle The
hymnals showed that we sat in the min ¬

isters pew that Sunday and we werent
crowded either The churches of Fred- -

ricLsbnrg at that time didnt post on
their doors Strangers cordially wel
comed especially if they wore the blue

runstriT ok old stonewall
As the days and weeks went by and we

read of MeOIellans battles near Richmond
and Grants victories iu the West while
we did nothing but rub polish and drill
there crept into McDowells command a
feeling of impatience that on the -- th of
May found relief in the wildest cheers
i hen the order came Pack up and the
rumor ran along the lines Its MeClel-
lun

¬

and Richmond at last We went
through and seven miles
out on the Bowling Green road and halted
Word came that Jackson was on the war-
path

¬

up the Valley threatening Washing ¬

ton and of course expecting to draw
McDowells command to its defense Wc
ddift disappoint him but came meekly
back to Falmouth and entered upon the
famous wild goose chase to surround
and capture Old Stonewall Had we
caught him McDowell would have been
the hero of the hour but he wasnt

When the army under McDowell had
been suflicieully scattered the intrepid
Southern leader returned aud joining Lee
McClellau was forced back from Rich ¬

mond to Harrisons Landing
Had McDowell on the 20th of May

pushed forward to Hanover Court House
what would have been the result Rich-
mond

¬

might have fallen and with it Con-
federate

¬

authority in northern and eastern
Virginia enabling McClcIIan if vigorous-
ly

¬

and intelligently supported to have
practically put an end to the conflict in
12 months after Bull Run Would it have
been well to have ended the war so soon
Possibly but probably not for the North
was not then prepared for emancipation
and without it there could have been no
permanent peace between the States

AGAIN AT FALMOUTH

Two weeks of hard marching leaving
the roads behind us strewn with knap¬

sacks and blankets thrown nway by the
men exhausted to complete recklessness
by the terrible heat and we are back at
Falmouth rubbing polishing and drill-
ing

¬

again With all its drawbacks
it was two weeks of valuable dis-
cipline

¬

in the school that makes veter-
ans

¬

of volunteers On Mich a march the
soldier is taught the possibilities of the
situation with a view to economizing ev-
erything

¬

pertaining to rest food anil shel-
ter

¬

he soon learns how to grasp every ad ¬

vantage if a five minute rest is probable
he secures enough fuel to start a fire the
instant the column halts filling a tin cup
from his canteen it seems but a monipht
when the water boils to which life adds
the fragrant coffee usually in supply if
the column mores too soon for him he
slings his gun across his back sipping
and muuchiug as he goes on

The dust and heat taxed the endurance
of the troops severely but we had men
always boiling over with fun and it was
a bad day indeed when they couldnt im-
provise

¬

some song that would send con-
tagious

¬

bouyancy through the ranks as
company after company caught up the
chorus with a swelling shout that lent a
kind of holiday enthusiasm to the march
Here is the favorite refrain

Well freeze to Old Stonewall
When the Johnnies go to skep

Put simmous in his whisky
And mustard on his feet

Water generally so useful komctimes
caught us napping The army as shel-
tered

¬

for the night and quite secure from
the impending shower if the little trench
to turn aside the water from the tent was
properly placed Talis had sounded und
th camp slept as weary soldiers know
how suddenly I heard men shouting as
for their lives and looking out saw a
mountain torrent taking everything in its
course as it swept down to the valley
Drenched with water sleeping men sprang
to their feet to save their kits floating
away iu the darkness An hour Inter and
these same men wet to the skin ar again
lost in peaceful sleep save perhaps a dis-
turbing

¬

vision of the dear old home
INCIDENTS Of THE MAKCIL

1 commanded the one Irish company in
the regiment aud it amuses me even now
when I think of their ingenious expedients
to secure just a wee drop of mountain
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Schooling Wisconsin Splendid Veterans

gjlaudidate

Fredericksburg

Fredericksburg

yfifyhMma

dew For weeks at rf Wme no connnbr- -

as
ed to hint to some of the thirsty ones that
the dew was plenty but no soldier need
apply At Catletts SttHoa Innticed an
unusual ckecrfnlnes8fe9b soon developed- -

somewhat peculiar ItiB Antiquated move
ments or the lejrsr icommissary naa
evidently arrived Discreet watching dis¬

closed the fact tIiattherpoysaided by- an
auger had tapped aviJarrel of whisky
through the floor of a car standing on the
track they hada glortAs drunk singinc
more vigorously than crtr

Well freeze to OStouewall
When the Johnnfes go to sleep

On our return we were followed by
many colored people mostly women and
children among whonlvAs a mother and
a brood of little ones equal in number to
the famous John Rogers group in ye olden
time They all seemed about of a size
two clung to their mothers shoulders a
third hung to thi skirt of her dress while
a little three-year-o- ld had just lost the
same kind of grip falling in the dust
We moved so rapidly thatthc mother could
only giiuee at the child lying on the
ground trusting to the half dozen older
but not much larger ones crying and
straggling behind to pick it up The lit-

tle
¬

brat had a face of inky black with
eves like tliamomis set in eiiony - uap- -

tniu cvlin listed by the heat was riding
iu an ambulance and seeing the situation
sang out Jive that nigger baby to me
and amid the shouLs of his companions
iJu nigger baby was hoisted into his
arms md safely turned over to the mother
when we halted

the Aimv or Virginia unhfi roiE
In the Summer of 1802 the Army of the

Potomac was forced back from Richmond
and practically merged iu the Army of
Virginia under the command of Gen John
Pope

Relieved of the Army of the Potomac
Lee easts a wistful look toward My
Maryland and his army is soon troop
ing over the old stamping ground Its a
critical moment lor tue union causi- - uiui
if Pone has his headquarters in the Rid
dle and troops are hurried from every
direction to save the Army of Virginia
Wc had neither love for nor confidence
in McDowell and Pope came with his
mean fling at the gallant army he was to
command Old Stonewall always on
the war path moves from Tnrdonsrillc
to strike Pope at Calpeper but Hanks
stands iu the way at Cedar Mountain
where a most sanguinary engagement
tnVes place creditable alike to the Union
and Confederate troops Kings Division
makes a forced march in response to the
booming gnus passing near the battlef-
ield

¬

hundreds of wounded in ambulances
going to the rear The battle was but a
simple incident of the war without special
significance except as it showed the
plucky courage of the contending forces
aud marked the beginning of that series
of battles that if not victories were not
in themselves defeats yet filially resulted
in demoralizing theArmy of Virginia and
the removal of Popes headquarters from
the saddle

The dead at Cedar Mountain 311
Union and 229 Confederate were buried
under a flag of truce watched by the
bristling bayonets of lwth nnnies Jack-
son

¬

then retired toward Gordonsvillc and
for a few days we camped on the blood-

stained
¬

field why I know not for the
stench was offensive audimnggots unpleas-
antly numerous on the Igrouud so imper-
fectly

¬

had the dead beanJcovercd Aug
11 Pope reviewed his command but not
until the 10th did we mkejthc road to the
Xorth The wagon train had been moving
since G oclock the previous evening 11
hours stretching out onlUie road for 20
miles when we followqdj covering the
rear i

It was now march anunSkirmisli witn
an occasional bivouac frequently inter-
rupted

¬

by the zip of the bullet or the
crash of the bnrsting shell The boom-
ing

¬

of cannon became unfamiliar sound
and Pope had us catching Jackson or

doing a little gobbling himself for-- while
i ope is waiiiuui inu iuu imi aivii
keep up the artillery music of Jacksons
side show Old Stonewall quietly slips
up to Manassas Junction ami captures tuat
phice with its vast acciimulation of army
stores a brilliant dash taken at great risk
which could not-- have been accomplished
with a leader like Sheridan in command
of mir cavalry or with Grant at the helm
The troops were quick to hear of these re-

verses
¬

weakening the slight confidence
they had iu Pope Straggliug became al-

most
¬

a mania some regiments not being
able to account for half their men It was
here that Gibbons Iron Brigade show ¬

ed its wonderful discipline and high
moraief the brigade had comparatively no
stragglers not through the immediate in-

fluence
¬

of the officers nloue but a feeling
of personal responsibility each man for
the man wiiose elliow lie touciicil in tue
ranks and the responsive thought I
must not fail myself in tlie duty t ucraamt
of my comrade

uur supply ol rations was not excessive
and if the home guard thought we were
indulging in riotous living they were mis-
taken

¬

One day after wc had seen noth-
ing

¬

but hardtack for a week my colored
boy thought he had secured a prize it
was a venerable looking duck Sam said

Use heap spcrience wid ducks you no
jeclions Mars Cupun I bile tun I sug-
gested

¬

the installment plan and Sam
commenced anil when we moved he took
his prize iu a Lvg and at the next camp
renewed the hot water treatment A
council of war however finally decided
that ducky was too old a veteran to ever
surrender and he became a foot ball for
the colored boys of the regiment

Most of our colored servants disappear-
ed

¬

early iu this campaign and I couldnt
blame them much fur there was nothing
tempting about the situation even hard-
tack

¬

and hissing cannon balls get monoto-
nous

¬

in time and when it rained incessant-
ly

¬

for 24 hours and we hadnt the slight-
est

¬

shelter I began to realize what a ter-
rible

¬

thing water is if you take too much
of it Sam however remained nnd I
was the envy of the other officers I of-
ten

¬

found him oii his knees praying dat
Marsr Capun might scape de bullets and
Sam see de ole cabin once agin

BATTLE OF GAINESVILLE

On the evening of Aug 28 we were
moving rapidly forward on the Warrenton
pike toward Centerville and not fur from
Gainesville when to our left just emerging
from the timber u white horse was ob-
served

¬

while the glass disclosed a rider
directing the movements of a field battery
which almost immediately opened fire

Yes said the gallant old Col Cutler of
the tith Wis taking dovuhis field glass

the woods arc full ofem get ready
boys for the fun is coming Battery 15

4th Art comes dashing to the front and
it seemed but n moment in replying to the
enemys guns the 2d Wis Is immediately
under a murderous fire arid the whole bri ¬

gade leaves the pikesweepiug in line to
the left across the field tbVranl the enemy
facing a shower of bullets that leaves
many a brave fellow in the rear Us we
pass on The men close upthc gaps keep ¬

ing their places with n cheerful firmness
that veterans of a hundred battles might
envy We meet and repulse the Confed-
erate

¬

charge but are outnumbered we
hold our position but seven but of 12 field
officers arc killed or disabled aud more
than a third of the command are dead or
wounded mia

The siiu was smkiii behind the horizon
when I saw a Coiifederateiolllcer form his
command as if for a final effort to break
our line they were on rising ground ev-
ery

¬

man standing boldly out from a back ¬

ground radiant with the golden tints of a
Summer sunset recklessly placing him-
self

¬

in front of the line he gave the com-
mand

¬

to charge down they came at
double quick over that green slope their
gniianr leaner waving tnem on men urop
from the ranks by scores but the line
sweeps bravely forward until it seems as
though half their number gre bleeding on

bold leader rides furiously along in
to uree them on but the leaden hail is
too potent and they fall back but with
the steady pace of veterans A second and
third time they charge down that bloody
slope only to be riqmlsed with fearful
slaughter Strange fo isny neither rider
nor horse IcdtuUfgallaiit charge had

fallen when darkness abut off my view
and only the flashing guns marked the
contending lines of friend --and foe A
bursting shell in the darkness nearly blinds
me and I feel that I am wounded near the
knee but can walk and dont mind itEvery man in my company seems a hero
and when a Corporal whom I had disliked
quietly says during the hottest of the bat- -

tie Captain inj guns so foul I cant get
the cartridge down can yon find me an-
other

¬

I felt like embracing Iiiui He
was Boon supplied for we had- a surplus
of guns just then mnny a brave fellow
having turned his in for the final settle-
ment

¬

In the darkness the tiring cead as sud ¬

denly as it commenced and men in the
blue and gray with torches mingled in
the searchfor the wounded and the dead
Toward midnight we moved back n short
distance to the edge of the timber when
we bivouacked for an hour or two

We had encountered two divisions ol
Jacksons Corps commanded by Old
Sfonewall himself who was returnins
from his successful raid on Manasn
Junction to join Iongstreet Miming
through Thoroughfare flap Jackson say
iu his report By this time it was sun-
set but as his the Iliioiil column ap
peared to bt- - moving by with its Hank ex-
posed I determined to attack at once
which was vigorously done by the divi
sions of Taliafeno and Kwell The con
flict was fierce and sanguinary The loss
on both sides was heavy Among out
wounded were Maj Gen Kwell and Ilrig
ten Taliaferro

Gibbon says in his report Wc ap-
pear to have had no cavalry out iu that
direction and were completely surprised
I sent repeatedly and urgently to Gens
King Doubleday and Patrick for assist-
ance

¬

but the two regiments of Doubledays
Brigade was the only assistance furnish-
ed

¬

me that out of the 3d or 17 regiments
composing the division but six were put
into action This was Kings opportunity

and hail he promptly brought the other
brigades to Gibbons support he might
have achieved a brilliant victory at
Gainesville preventing Jackson from jqin
jng his force with Longstreet He seems
to have made no attempt to direct his com ¬

mand after the battle comiiKiiccd but left
each brigade to care of itself as best
it could

When Kings Division about 1 a in on
the morning of the 2thr resumed its
march toward Manassas I found my
wounded knee too painful to walk but
Maj Dawes of the 0th Wis kindly dis
mounted and helped me on his horse sav
ing me a journey to Richmond as prisonct
of war

On Sept 11 following I was appointed
Lieutenant Colonel of the 12th A II In
saying good by to my comrades of the Otli
Wis and the other reciments of the Iron
Hrigade after nearly 1 mouths of ser-
vice

¬

I fully realized that I wns parting
from a command that had few equals in
the army Regulars or Volunteers

S0N0RA

A Country Whoie Reputed Wealth Has Ex-

cited
¬

Many Generations
KniTon aational TiiiBUNE I come

ouce more to you for light concerning the
history of the Island of Tiburon iu the
Gulf of California of which I have read
different sketches for the last J 5 or 20
years Yesterday I struck a new one say
ing among other things that it is gen-
erally

¬

supposed that the different expedi ¬

tions of Americans who in years past made
hold to go there und explore the island
iere destroyed as well as their ships
Lately however they have discovered
something which leads them to believe that
some of the men among them one Capt
Porter arc held as prisoners Noir to
make it plain the points I wish light on
are these

1 Is this island inhabited by some sort
of an Indian race

2 Are they supposed to have existed as
a race prior to the time of the Xorth Amer-
ican

¬

Indian
U Is this we see floating arouud m the

newspapers in reference to the island sup
posed to be real history or mere myth or
fable

These newspaper articles generally refer
to rich minerals supposed to be m the
mountains of the island and to some treas
ure laden vessel that once ran up the gulf
and buried its riches on the island 1 can
not understand how this information could
ever have been obtained if all expeditions
have on encountering the savages of the
island either been killed or held m abso
lute bondage C W Fcllei 212 Xorth
11th St Fort Smith Ark

ITihiiron is part of the State of Souora
Mex which has for centuries been re-
ported

¬

to have gold and silver in fabulous
a mt nuts aud to get which has been a
perennial temptation to adventurers
Spanish and American The legend winch
has been potent in exciting these is that in
the early days of the hnamsli uonquest
the mines were worked so profitably that
a large city was built in which was one
stately building capable of quartering J000
dragoons But the Spaniards were so cruel
to their Indian slaves that at last a gen ¬

era tlnrisiiu resulted in which all the
Spaniards were exterminated Thereafter
the fierce Indian tribes would permit no
white man to cuter the territory In the
years following the discovery of gold iu
California several parties of viuerican
prospectors who attempted to penetrate
into Sonora were cut off and massacred
The Ifgend of this enormous wealth had
such influence that Dr Wm M Gwin
then n Senator from California tried to
induce President Buchanan to send down
there a regiment of dragoons to capture
tiie country The war coming on inter
fered with this and he being a rebel went
to the Kmperor Xapoleon to secure from
him a recommendation to Emperor Max
imilian for a force to conquer tlie terri-
tory

¬

and onen it to miners whom Gwin
represented would speedily occupy the
State and make it the bulwark of the Em
pire Maximilian had too much else ou
his mind and neglected to do this when
Gwin went back to Xanoleou HI and se
cured an order on Marshal Bazaine for
5000 soldiers Gwin at that time foresaw
the overthrow of the rebellion and pro
nosed to make n home for the rebels fly
ing from the United States who would be
only too glad to light tlie lankees in
support of the Empire which Gwin also
correctly foresaw would soon Ue attackcu
by us but Bazaine having matters of a
serious character on his mind failed
to comply with the order and the scheme
fell through

There is so much fiction in regard to
the country that it is hard to separate it
from the facts The country is being grad
ually opened up by the Mexican troops
nnd the last stronghold appears to be ou
Tiburon Island iu the Gulf of California
which is held by the Yaquis and Seris
very fierce tribes who have given the
Mexicans a world of trouble but are now
being brought under control Their head-
quarters

¬

are on the island Prof McGee
the ethnologist has succeeded in penetrat
ing Tiburon Island and though finding tlie
Indians very savage reports them not so
fierce as has been represented Some at
tempt has been made to find out about
them cthuologically but so far we have
obtained nothing at all satisfactory But
little has been said of late years of the
fabulous wealth formerly believed to be iu
the country and it is now thought that
most or nearly all the stories are gross ex-

aggerations
¬

The treasure ship is one of
the innumerable fables iu wliich Sonora is
far richer than anything else Editor Xu
tional Tribune

A Lost Chance
Cleveland Plain Dealer

Such is fate sighed the Venezuelan
General as the last batch of glittering
fairy tales dropped from his nerveless
liniiil

The story of single handed bra very tlie
romance of peerless self sacrifice tlie
thrilling details of battles thatwerc never

the ground the liylng hesitate and the fought of victories that were never won

that

take

both

then

front fof laurels that arc never worn wounr in- -

lost to a waitiui world
Such is fate repealed the sashed and

spangled Venezuelan General as he
ground the wasted copy into the flooring
with his booted hei I

For somebody had jnt told him that
the cable had been cut

VICKSBURG

NATIONAL PARK

Gen Wm H Raynor Tells of a

Recent Visit toll

Gen Wm II Raynor who was Colonel
of the iVth Ohio a regiment that lost 50
per cent or its strength iu killed and
wounded at Champions Hill and suffer-
ed

¬

the most severely of any Ohio regi
jnent in the siege of Yickslmrg recently
visited that city in company with Past
Commander-in-Chie- f John S KountK who
is the Secretary nnd Historian of the
Tickslurg National Military Park Com
inission Fiom a paper read by Gen Ray-
nor

¬

li oie Toledo Post wc take the fol-
lowing

¬

Having taken an active part in the
ruiupaign and siege from its Wginning in
April until the end I was plcised to ac¬

cept an invitation from the Chairman of
the Pari Commission Capt Wm T Rig
by who by the way was an officer of
the 24th Iowa and in the same brigade as
myself

Jen Kountz had visited Jackson two
or three times before during the past three
years and he readily found some of the
oltl Confederates und friends that he had
then met We were warmly greeted by
tliPso people who cxprcsed themselves as
pleased to sec us iu their city Vickshurg
is situated in and surrounded by n series
of steep hills separated by deep ravines
All roads leading out from the city un
cut through the hills and down into the
ravines Thete cuts vary in depth In
places the clay banks rise from Id to 2i
feet above the road The clay is of such
consistency tlmt it will stand almost per-
pendicularly

¬

for years iu fact the longer
the surface is exposed to the air the
tinnier ami firmer it becomes But let a
stream of water once begin to run through
where the surface is not well protetted by
grass or roots it cuts very rapidly If

Mil 11 I -- v I

ic 1 and

this water is not diverted or the clay pro
tected the rains of a few Summers cut the
entire surface into deep narrow ravines
with sharp steep peaks between I saw
some of these water cut ravines 100 feet
deep though such a depth is an exception
Such wash outs are general throughout
the hilly lands of the State here such
land is cultivated care must be taken to
nrotect the surface from the washing
caused by the heavy falls of rain which ac
company the Summer storms the ftoutu

Our route was by the Baldwins Ferry
road until we arrived at the line of the
Confederate works then south by way
of n makeshift road until the square fort
was readied This fort was called tiie
Big Fort -- by our boys and was imme

diately trout or tue line occupieu y
Hoveys Division and was one of the prin-
cipal

¬

objects of attack and approaches by
our division Here we left our wagon and
took a general survey of the grounds first
of the wnlls of earth behind which the
boys in gray fought nnd resisted our ad ¬

vance for over six weeks Here they
lived slept ate fought and not a few of
them died They seldom left tiie trencnes
their meals were cooked in the ravines in
theic rear and brought up to them Here
these men iu gray under incessant fire
from the front during the day from the
mortar boats iu the rear during the night
beset with constant apprehension nt an
assault without proper food or protection
from the weather fought and resisted
one of the best armies bf the Xorth for
47 days They cominandedour sympathy
then enforced our admiration they were
American soldiers

THE LINE Of CONFEDERATE DE¬

FENSES

occupied tlie summit of a steep ridge or
rather a series of ridges of high ground
200 to 00 feet above the river and ex
tended in an irregular line in crescent
shape nearly 10 miles long- from a point
on the Mississippi just north of the city
to near on the south and end
ing on the river just below the city The
average distance from the court house was
not over two miles lue lines or ap-

proach
¬

of the Union army were through
ravines and over the steep spurs and
neaks outside the Confederate defenses
and distant therefrom a half to three- -
quarters of a mile at first but by digging
trenches and saps the Union line ap
proached the enemy s fort and outworks

closely that on the day of surrender
iu many places but a few feet intervened
between the contending forces

A sure footed horse had been brought
along for Gen Kountz nnd he accom ¬

panied us on our tramp up aud down hill
through ravine brush and weeds witii
the skill of a mountaineer We walked
all along Hoveys firing line could trace
the approach to the Square fort but an¬

other approach made by a portion of the
command ou the extreme right could not
be so definitely located The changes
made by the tilling up in some places by
the washing out in others the great simi ¬

larity iu the spurs jutting out from the
main ridge the sameness in the ravines
between these spurs rendered absolute
identification of this particular point im-
possible

¬

Our party started to locate the camp
occupied by Slacks brigiido during the
greater part of the siege This we did
successfully and the spot was-- marked
by numbered metal stakes nnd duly ¬

corded
The Vickshurg Xatioual Park Com ¬

mission was authorized by act of Con-

gress
¬

in 1S00 and under that authority
Gen Alger then Secretary of War ap
poiuted as members of the Commission
Gen Stephen 1 Lee of the Confederate
aimv Capt Everest of Chicago and
Capt William T Rigby of Iowa also
John Kountz of Toledo O as Secre-
tary

¬

and Historian This selection was
iiiile tn comnlv with the act which re

quired the Secretary of War to appoint
only those who had been engaged in the
siege aud at least one of whom must
have been on the Confederate side The
Commission has accumulated a great
mass of valuable information most of if
the woik of Capt Rigby ami Gen
Kountz Capt Rigby spends all of his
time at Vickshurg where the Commission
has very nice aid comfortable1 quarters 1

he t ommissioii laid out the plans for
their woik and have them well under way
They have about completed tlie rcstora- -
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is1
tion of the Shirley House an imporlauT
landmark daring the siege It was knows
throughout the Union anuy as the White
House and nearly eTery soldier will re-
member

¬

it It stood on n commanding
elevation and was visible for many miles
At the beginning of the siege it was mid¬

way between the line and during part of
the time jyas occupied by Mrs Shirley
and two servants Gen Grant had her
removed to safer quarters in the rear and
the Union lines approached nnd in timo
passed the house It was bit many times
by cannon balls nnd bullets from both
sides yet it endured the siege and for
many years after when it was removed
The present restoration is an exact dupli ¬

cate of the old Shirley home The Com ¬

mission hnve also under way a gootf road
built just inside the Confedei nte lino of
works This roadway will be known a
Confederate Avenue and will be about

eight nnd one half miles long At the
proper locations along the line of this
avenue will be placed cast tablets giving
the mimes of the different commands that
occupied the defenses nt each particular
point The works will be restored turfed
over and kept in good order

all the lands
on which arc the Confederate lines have
been purchased by the Commission and
the most of those on which are the Union
trenches and approaches have aNo been
secured The lands occupied by the
Fniou camps arc too large too widely
separated and the tost would be too much
to purchase them but tln y will all be
marked Averaging about a quarter of
a mile outside the lino of Confederate
Avenue will Ih constructed another gravel-
ed

¬

roadway to be nihil Union Avenue
This while not extruding quite a far
south as the fn extent of the ground oc¬

cupied by the Union trtHjps will incliiiliii
Grant Avenu lie eight and three tenths
miles in length Along Union Avenue will
be placed markers designating the- - posi-

tion
¬

of the different commands during tho
siege while the ritlc pits trenches saps
etc will be restored as completely as can
be determined In addition along the line
of Union Avenue will be placed monu ¬

ments to be furnished by the several
States represented in the Union Army
Ohio was represented by IIS commands
and our State has already contracted for

s2
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so
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S monuments costing lr00 each exclu ¬

sive of the base to be placed along the
roadway and nearest the spot occupied by
these several commands during the siege
In addition to the restoration of the works
it is proposed to restore the artillery in
position

The next day Wednesday was spent
in visiting the

BATTLE GEO UND OK CIIAJirlONS IIILL
Wo drove pnt from Bolton in the early

morning over the road on which Hoveys
Division marched on the morning of May
10 18l5 The country does not present
the same appearance now as then but
many spots could be recognized especial-
ly

¬

the place where the bees from over-
turned

¬

hives drove the soldiers from the
road and caused them to run faster than
the Johnnies ever did A mile or two
further on we recognized the place where
the Confederate pickets were found
where Hovey deployed his division to the
right and left of the road and then be-
gan

¬

for the troops engaged one of tho
fiercest battles of the war The battle was
fought on the Union side mainly by
Hoveys Division of the Thirteenth Corps
Logans Division and Boomers Brigade
of the Seventeenth Corps Of the entire
loss in Grants army Hoveys Division
suffered within TiO of one half This bat-
tle

¬

iu reality settled the fate of Vickshurg
It drove Penibcrton within the intrench
ineuts of that city and entailed a loss to
his effective force of not less than 12000
to lOOO men including of course Lor
ings Division which although not cap-
tured

¬

lost all its artillery and wagous
and did not again join Pembertons army

I had no trouble in tracing out tha
route over which our division advanced
and readily found the cornfield in which
more than 100 of my own brave boys
poured out their blood for the country
they loved so well This particular ground
is now an abandoned field but presents
nearly the same general appearance now
that it did at the time of the battle But
the conditions how different Then the
roar of cannon the rattle of musketry
the cheers and yells the action and life
and more than all the death As I stood
on the field the memory of thnt day and
the scenes then enacted came vividly fresh
to my mind I seemed to see the lines
of gray and brown across by the fence
and in scattered squads to our left and
the thin line of blue advancing on them
I could see the set determined faces of
our boys the anxious peering eyes and
as the line moves on the occasional half
halt to reload then the rush to the front
to fire the occasional dropping of a form
here and there the convulsive clutching
of the hands the quivering of the writh-
ing

¬

body and more than once I saw again
from the stricken ones that mute appeal-
ing

¬

look for help and protection which
the soldier learns to expect from his com-
mander

¬

The memory of these events af-
fected

¬

me more deeply now than did tho
reality when they were enacted nearly
40 years ago Then there was nn time
for sentiment or thought but in tho
midst of tlie most momentous duties such
scenes were instantaneously burned into
ones brain

Almost upon the site of the old Cham-
pion

¬

house now stands a building used nn
Sunday as a church for the negroes and
on week days as a school for colored chil-
dren

¬

a very fitting consecration and a
monument for one of the most important
battles of the war that brought freedom
to that race

The remaining days of the week were
devoted to visiting the city the National
Cemetery and the-- work in progress un
der the plans of the Park Commission the
spot where the terms of surrender were
accepted and Gen Grants headquarters
Ilie lekshurg National Cemetery is sit
uated at the extreme north end just out-
side

¬

the city limits It is one of the most
magnificent cemeteries ever devoted to the
dead soldiers of any nation It contains
tho remains of more Union soldiers than
any other of tleTsalioual Cemeteries Tan
total list i lllJilS of whom nearlv 13- -
000 are unknown Tho liodies have liccft
brought here from all tiie camps and bat ¬

tlefields iu and aliont the city and here
they sleep on plateaus and terraces bord-
ered

¬

with flowers and shrnbbery throiigh
which wind broad avenues lined with mag
nolias Spanish oak and tropical plants
It is kept in most excellent order under tlie
superintendence of Capt OShea
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